Portbury Parish Council
MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting held 1st March 2011
Village Hall, High Street, Portbury
Present:
Councillors:

Cllr Tarr

Chairman:

Cllr Summerfield

Clerk:

Cllr Meek (Minutes taken by Sara Thompson)

Others:

Mandy Bishop - NSC
Roy Ball – Neighbourhood Watch
Brian Weekes
One member of the public
PCSO Charlotte Thompson (left at 7.55pm)

Cllr Cooke

Cllr Weeks

Cllr Marshall

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm
Apologies received from Cllr Young, Mr John and PC Clarke

No
PC/03/01

Item

Action

Minutes February’s meeting held 1.02.11 signed as a true record of proceedings.
Proposed: Cllr Cooke

Seconded: Cllr Weeks

All in favour

.
PC/03/02 (a) Payments for Authorisation
PBS – Administration/Coordinator Mar 11
PSC – hall rent
Brian Weekes – Play Scheme project
Brian Weekes – February maintenance
Fountains – Dog Bins December 2011
Fountains – Dog Bins January 2011
EDF – Electricity to 31.01.11
Cllr Summerfield Expenses – Feb 11 Travel
Telephone

Nett
VAT
800.00 160.00
70.00
0.00
28.00
0.00
119.00
0.00
16.00
2.80
16.00
2.80
21.09
1.05
4.60
0.20
6.00
1.20

Gross
960.00
70.00
28.00
119.00
18.80
18.80
22.14
4.80
7.20

Proposed: Cllr Meek

Seconded: Cllr Tarr

All in favour

(b) Cllr Summerfield formally requested the Council to release the ring fenced footbridge
lighting funds so that the project can commence. PBS to instruct NSC/HA to proceed with
the installation of the lighting column, to be situated on the south side of bridge as per the
specification advised by Mr A Reid NSC.
PBS
Proposed: Cllr Meek

Seconded: Cllr Cooke

All in favour

(c) Lengthsman – hourly rate. It was formally agreed to increase Mr Weekes hourly rate
to £14.00.
(d) NSC – Grass Cutting 2011/12. It was agreed to accept the NSC’s grass cutting rates
for the 2011 season.
PBS
Proposed: Cllr Meek

Seconded: Cllr Cooke

Four in favour
One abstention

(e) Donation to 29th April celebrations. The Council would like to support this event but
have requested details of a specific item that the organising party would like financial
assistance with. Cllr Cooke to liaise with Sharon Worthy and will report back at April’s PC
PPC meeting.
(f) Cllr Weekes advised that he had been in discussion with Mr N Hutton of the Portbury
Nature Reserve. A donation request had previously been discussed but the Council are
still awaiting details of specific items that the Reserve would like financial assistance with.
Precept.
The change of Parish Boundary in May 2011 has resulted in the loss of almost half of the
number of houses in the remaining Parish of Portbury which severely affects the Parish
income via the precept. Furthermore, PPC has been in discussions with NSC over a
discrepancy of approximately 30 properties during this change over phase and Mandy
Bishop has now reported that NSC are now viewing our concerns favourably.
PC/03/03

Crime and Disorder (heard after PC/03/01)
(a) PSCO Charlotte Thompson updated the Council with February’s crime incidents;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Theft from a property in Caswell Lane
Criminal damage – Sheepway
Burglary – Caswell Lane
Moorgate – Ongoing parking issues
Illegal use of scramblers on bridleways/ROW. A particularly upsetting incident
has occurred; a horse has been traumatised by a gang on scrambler bikes
purposefully revving engines, the horse panicked which led to it kicking out part of
a stone wall. The animal’s owners advise that it can no longer be ridden.

(b) Illegal use of footpaths/bridleways by motorbikes/scramblers. Further to the item
above, a resident advises that riders continue to illegally use the paths around the
Sheepway/Portbury Dock area. Brian Weekes has visited the site to assess the possibility
of modifying the entrance gates to allow for horse riders to gain easy access whilst making
it more difficult for motorcycle riders to do so – Brian will report back to the Council with his
findings and details of any associated costs.

PSCO Thompson reiterated that members of the public should not approach these riders,
for personal safety reasons, but should note as many details as possible and pass them on
to the police.
(c) No cold calling area. Further to last month’s PPC meeting, Mr Ball has sought
clarification regarding the legal implications of this scheme. It is not a crime for ‘door to
door’ salespeople to enter a designated ‘no cold calling’ area, it is only an offence if they
are requested to leave private property and they do not do so - this law applies to any
property, in any area.
The scheme is a deterrent only, Mandy Bishop reported that there is evidence to support
that it does work and that NSC have recorded a drop in the number of complaints received
regarding unwanted salespeople in areas designated.
(d) Cllr Weekes reported that he had noticed several trucks loaded with scrap in the area.
PSCO Thompson advised that if vehicle registration numbers could be noted, the police
would be pleased to confirm the legitimacy, or not, of same.
PC/03/04

Parish Plan and Website
Parish plan questionnaire ongoing – nothing new to report.
The website has been updated with current points of interest

PC/03/05

(a) Planning Applications Withdrawn/Granted/Refused
11/P/0005/F 56 Moor Gate – Erection of a single storey/side extension

Granted

(b) Cllr Weeks voiced his concern at the apparent lack of feedback from NSC Enforcement
Department. Over the past year, several items had been brought to their attention,
although these concerns are acknowledged, more often than not the outcome of their
findings is not shared with the Council.
(c) Mandy Bishop advised that due to budgetary controls, paper copies of planning
applications being sent to local councils will cease and that all plans would have to be
viewed on NSC’s planning portal. This policy raised several concerns, the main one being
the scaling of drawings. In future all drawings and schemes need to be fully dimensioned
to overcome the scaling issues. PPC also felt that this new policy did not take account of
the DDA requirements where poorly sighted individuals could only work from full scale
paper copies.
PC/03/06

Parish Coordinator/Task Monitor

PC/03/07

Correspondence Summary
BPC – Minutes of meeting held 09.02.11
These were briefly discussed and noted by all and are attached as appendix 1.
NSC – Core Strategy publication
Councillor Weeks gave the following report on the Core Strategy Briefing that he attended.
In spite of reports that the RSS had been scrapped, a legal challenge by a developer in SE
England had overturned this decision. Following an appeal its current status is live but

Noted

going to be scrapped with the adoption of the localism bill.
The core strategy remains much the same but with the introduction of infill villages.
Portbury will lose its village fence and will be a settlement completely within Green Belt,
and hence the only development that can take place will be based on exceptional
circumstances.
The purpose of the current consultation is to assess the ‘soundness’ of the policy. This is
to be judged against three criteria, ‘justifiable’ ‘effective’ and ‘consistent with national
policy’.
The introduction of the ‘localism bill’ may alter some of the policy within the core strategy
and ultimately the local development framework.
Finally councillors present were asked to think about detailed policy issues/concerns that
could feed into the next stage – draft Development Management and Site Allocations
DPDs.

PC/03/08

Maintenance
Mr Brian Weeks reported a significant amount of vehicle scrap littering Portbury Lane and
the Portbury Hundred. It is understood to be the aftermath of vehicle accidents which the
recovery teams have not removed. NSC has been informed.

PC/03/09

Transport and Traffic
Sheepway Traffic Calming. Cllr Tarr confirmed that NSC is intending to proceed with the
traffic calming scheme adjacent to Moor Gate which PPC have seen and approved. This
will not impact on the funds set aside for Portbury Lane safety improvement scheme which
is intended to be completed when weather conditions permit.

PC/03/10

St Mary’s School and Church
St Mary’s church annual pariochial meeting will take place on the 30th March 2011

PC/03/11

AOB (heard after item PC/03/02)
(a) Play Scheme Committee. Cllr Cooke advised that the committee had recently visited
the proposed site. It was agreed that overgrown vegetation on the fence line needed to be
cut back making the play area visible to local residences and that the boundary fence
needed to be repaired.
Mrs Worthy was currently seeking quotations for playground equipment and had recently
spoken to children at the local school to gain an idea of their preferences.
(b) Annual Residents Meeting – diary date. It was agreed that the ARM would be held on
14th April 2011. In view of the forthcoming parish elections, Mandy Bishop would liaise
with NSC Electoral/Legal departments regarding election notices/timescales and quorate MB
voting procedures should not enough parish council candidates come forward.

PC/02/12

Date and time of next meeting – 5th April 2011 at 7.30pm

Meeting finished at 9.40pm
Portbury Parish Council
114B High Street, Portishead, BS20 6PR
Tel: 01275 815012 portbury_parish_council@hotmail.co.uk

